PROGRAMME
10.00
Welcome
10.05 Ale brewing, ale sellers and ale houses in Suffolk c1250-1650
Ale was a vital part of the medieval diet at all social levels but especially among the lower orders in both village and town and its was made in a high proportion of households.  We are able to investigate this phenomenon in part because many manorial lords were able to regulate the Assize of Ale with the aim of assuring a steady supply of good ale.  This regulation of the production of and trade in ale was profitable to manorial lords and has left an unusually large archive upon which this lecture will be based through use of Suffolk manorial court rolls. The lecture will also consider the consequences of the transition from ale-brewing to the production of beer which was clearer, cheaper and more easily preserved 

Richard Smith  is Emeritus Professor of Historical Demography and Geography at the University of Cambridge. He has served as President of the UK Economic History Society He has a long-standing interest in the economic and demographic history of medieval East Anglia as well as the population history of pre-industrial societies more generally.
11.20
Coffee

11.45 Drinking spaces in early modern communities c1450-1800
This talk will examine the functions, evolution and physical appearance of public houses in a wider comparative perspective. Drawing on personal research in Central Europe and recent literature. It will examine issues such as typology, numbers of establishments, size of premises and internal layouts. The presentation  will seek to show how inns, in particular became nodal points or local/long distance communications and how specific ‘drinking spaces’ were the product of complex interactions between patrons, the material environment and atmospheric variables. The chronological focus lies on the late medieval and early modern periods.
Beat Kümin is Professor of Early Modern European Warwick University. His interest  focus on the social and cultural history of Germans-speaking Europe and England between 1400-1800 especially the significance of social centres such as parish churches and public houses 
12.30 Lunch
13.30
Brewhouses
This lecture will look at a number of Suffolk examples of brewhouses which Leigh has researched.
Leigh Alston is a well-known local historian and lecturer who has published widely in the field of medieval history and vernacular architecture. Educated at Oxford, he has enjoyed a lifelong fascination with the buildings of his native East Anglia and is regarded as a leading authority in this area.
14.30
Maltings
This lecture will look at the malting process and malting buildings in Suffolk focusing on how they developed over time.
Robert Malster has over 40 years of experience in recording the industrial and maritime history of East Anglia. He lives in Suffolk and has an extensive knowledge of buildings associated with the malting process within the county.
15.45
Tea

16.15
Inns and pubs in the Stowmarket area

Looking at some of the resources for researching Public Houses and breweries and the people who owned and ran them from 17th Century to the present, using examples from the Stowmarket area.
Neil Langridge originally comes from Dartford in Kent, a town of many pubs.. Moving to the Stowmarket area in 1990 he set about searching for references to pubs in the town and nearby villages, this research eventually lead to the publication of  “Stowmarket, Combs and Stowupland Pubs” in 2009. His current research project is the cultivation of hops in the Stowmarket area. 
17.00
Close followed by optional ‘pub tour’ of the Historic Inns of Lavenham.

Location of Lavenham Village Hall
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Lavenham Village Hall is located behind the public car park at the rear of The Cock public house, Church Street.  The Cock public house is opposite Lavenham Church.

Please park in the main car park by the Village Hall (free).  If this is full, parking is possible in most Lavenham streets.
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DAY SCHOOL

SATURDAY 22 October 2011
BEER AND BUILDINGS!
This Day School will consider the development of ale and beer making and buildings for its manufacture and consumption with a specific focus on Suffolk, from the medieval period through to the 19th century.

Venue: Lavenham Village Hall

Time:  10.00am – 4.30pm

Cost (including lunch): SHBG Members £28.50

Non-members £33.50

Bookings and Enquiries to: Tony Broscomb  SHBG, 

Bramleys, Main Street, Shudy Camps, Cambridge CB21 4RA
tel: 01799 584920  e-mail: tony.broscomb@gmail.com
